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Information for Businesses in Scotland 

New guidance has been added to the government webpage on supports for Scotland.  

 

 

Businesses in Scotland may be eligible for support from both the UK and Scottish 

governments. 

 

Find coronavirus financial support for your business 

 

Physical distancing for businesses 

Business in Scotland should follow the Scottish Government guidelines for the 

COVID protection level (tier) for their local area. 

 

The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 

The UK Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme has been extended until the end 

of April 2021. The scheme covers every part of the UK, and means the UK Treasury will pay 

employees 80% of their salary for hours not worked. 

 

Support for the self-employed 

More than 157,000 self-employed people in Scotland have benefited from £777 million of 

grants from the UK Government’s Self-Employed Income Support Scheme. The scheme has 

been extended to April 2021. 

The grants are taxable income and also subject to National Insurance contributions. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension


 

Tax support 

The UK Government has cut VAT for the tourism and hospitality sectors by 15% until the 

end of March 2021. 

UK Government also offers support for businesses struggling to pay tax. 

Small businesses and employers across the UK who have paid statutory sick pay to staff 

taking coronavirus-related leave can claim back the money. 

 

Loan support for small and medium businesses 

A new government-backed loan scheme launched 6 April to provide additional finance to 

those businesses that need help. Loans will include 80% government guarantee and interest 

rate cap. 

With non-essential retail and outdoor hospitality reopening, businesses – ranging from coffee 

shops and restaurants to hairdressers and gyms can access loans varying in size from 

£25,000, up to a maximum of £10 million. Invoice and asset finance is available from £1,000. 

The Recovery Loan Scheme will ensure businesses continue to benefit from Government-

guaranteed finance throughout 2021. 

See:  Recovery Loan Scheme launches today - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Scottish Government support for businesses 

Scottish Government coronavirus business support and advice is available at the Find 

Business Support website. 

 

The webpage also covers general guidelines for individuals and families. 

See: Coronavirus (COVID-19): Information for individuals and businesses in Scotland - 

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Please contact us if you need help with applying for government supports. We are 

here to support you during these tough times. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/revenue-and-customs-brief-10-2020-temporary-reduced-rate-of-vat-for-hospitality-holiday-accommodation-and-attractions/guidance-on-the-temporary-reduced-rate-of-vat-for-hospitality-holiday-accommodation-and-attractions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/revenue-and-customs-brief-10-2020-temporary-reduced-rate-of-vat-for-hospitality-holiday-accommodation-and-attractions/guidance-on-the-temporary-reduced-rate-of-vat-for-hospitality-holiday-accommodation-and-attractions
https://www.gov.uk/difficulties-paying-hmrc
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/recovery-loan-scheme-launches-today?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=dad25741-08e1-4fca-82c3-4e766f4305cf&utm_content=daily
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-individuals-and-businesses-in-scotland?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=515e9f3c-4631-411e-81cc-cfa1ac534497&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-individuals-and-businesses-in-scotland?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=515e9f3c-4631-411e-81cc-cfa1ac534497&utm_content=daily

