
 

 
 

  1     
 

Written: 21 December 2020 

 

BUSINESS CLOSURES AND RESTRICTIONS IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND FROM 26TH DECEMBER  
 

 
 

Following an increase in coronavirus (COVID-19) cases, additional restrictions will be 
introduced for businesses and services in Northern Ireland on 26 December 
 
The regulations will apply from 26 December 2020 for six weeks, Subject to review after four 
weeks. 

 
Restrictions will be in place each night from 8pm until 6am the next morning. 

The following sectors have specific guidance: 

Hospitality and accommodation 

Hospitality venues such as cafes, restaurants, pubs, bars and social clubs must remain closed, 
with the exception of providing food and drink for takeaway, drive-through or delivery. 

Entertainment, leisure activities and cultural attractions 

Leisure and entertainment venues such as theatres, concert halls, cinemas, amusement 
arcades, bingo halls, bowling alleys, skating rinks, inflatable parks, go-karting venues, soft play 
centres, fairgrounds and funfairs, indoor museums, galleries, visitor and other cultural 
attractions are not permitted to open. 

Close contact services 

Close contact services, such as hairdressers, beauticians, make-up and nails, tattoo and 
piercing parlours, tanning shops, massage, electrolysis, well-being and holistic treatments, and 
driving instructors (except for motorcycles) are not permitted to operate. 

Retail 

Closure of all retail businesses except for essential retail. Essential retail must close between 
the hours of 8pm and 6am. 
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Work carried out in private homes and other services 

Unless they are specifically required to close under the regulations, workers, builders, 
tradespeople and other professionals can continue to go into people’s houses to carry out work 
such as repairs, installations and deliveries.  

Sports 

Indoor and outdoor sport is not permitted, other than at elite level. All sports facilities such as 
leisure centres, gyms, health clubs, swimming pools, tennis courts, golf courses, fitness and 
dance studios must close. Other exercise facilities, including activity centres, equestrian centres 
(access for the purpose of animal welfare is permitted), marinas, and venues relating to motor 
sport and water sport must also remain closed. 

 

Read full press release here 
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