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Written: 21 December 2020 

 

BUSINESS CLOSURES AND RESTRICTION IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND  
 

 
 

To reduce the spread of COVID-19, the Northern Ireland Executive has introduced measures 
which place restrictions on how businesses operate and which mean that some must close to 
customers on-site. The relevant authorities, including the police, have been given the powers to 
enforce the measures – including through fines and dispersing gatherings. 
 
Businesses which must close to customers on-site 

If you are responsible for operating any of the following types of business you must keep it 
closed: 

 Nightclubs and bars 

 conference halls and conference facilities (including those in hotels), except when used 
for the delivery of hearings of Courts, Tribunals and Appeals Services, and for the 
administrative support of these services 
 

 
Guidance and restrictions for business which may open 

Individuals should work from home unless unable to do so. 

Shops, enclosed shopping centres and venues at which food and drink (including intoxicating 
liquor) may be consumed, must take reasonable measures to ensure compliance with social 
distancing rules. 
 
These measures include: 

 providing information on how to minimise the risk of exposure to and the spread of 
coronavirus 

 ensure anyone within your venue maintains a distance of two metres from others (unless 
members of the same or a linked household) by altering the layout if necessary 
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Work and services carried out in private homes 
Workers, builders, trades people and other professionals can continue to go into people’s 
houses to carry out work such as repairs, installations and deliveries. 
 
People running a business from their own home can continue to carry out their work with 
appropriate safety measures in place. Any visits should only be for the purposes of the business 
activity and should be risk-assessed and in line with relevant guidance. 
 
Restrictions on close contact services 

Close contact services, including driving instructors, are permitted to operate by appointment. 
Customer contact details must be recorded and retained for track and trace purposes. This also 
applies to close contact services provided in private dwellings. 

 
 
 
Read full press release here 
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