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Written: 8 July 2020 

 

WALES BUSINESS NEWS 

 

 

STAY LOCAL LIFTED 6 JULY 

 

Welsh Government reminds everyone about the importance of social distancing, good hand 

hygiene and the need to respect the places and communities they visit. 

 

This includes checking local information about the place they want to visit, going somewhere 

else if a place is already busy or car parks are full, making sure litter is not left behind, and 

showing respect for local residents. 

 

At the next review on 9 July, the Welsh Government will consider a range of specific options for 

re-opening the hospitality sector (bars and restaurants) outdoors from 13 July, self-contained 

holiday accommodation from 11 July and hairdressing by appointment. 

 

See:  https://gov.wales/stay-local-to-be-lifted-in-

wales?_ga=2.122675083.1294282844.1593418355-184063354.1584523019 

 

 

WALES’ HOSPITALITY SECTOR PREPARING TO RE-OPEN OUTDOORS FROM  

13 JULY 2020  

 

The Welsh Government has announced the first phase of a planned reopening for bars, 

restaurants and cafes with outdoor spaces following a rapid review of the sector.   

 

A final decision about outdoor re-opening will be made at the next review of the coronavirus 

regulations on 9 July and will depend on whether rates of coronavirus are continuing to fall.  

Future decisions about indoor re-opening will be made later and will depend on the success of 

the first phase of outdoor opening. 

 

Welsh Government will also confirm the timetable for re-opening outdoor visitor attractions and 

the partial opening of the tourism industry in Wales for the remainder of the summer season. 

And, subject to the forthcoming review of coronavirus regulations on 9 July, the tourism sector is 

preparing to re-open self-contained accommodation. 

 

For further information please see: https://gov.wales/timetable-phased-reopening-tourism-

sector?_ga=2.64917679.1294282844.1593418355-184063354.1584523019 
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START UP GRANT  

 

The Welsh Government ‘Start Up Grant’ to support new businesses in Wales in dealing with the 

severe impact of Coronavirus is open.  

 

To be eligible for the ‘Start Up Grant’ of £2,500 businesses must: 

• not have received funding from the Economic Resilience Fund or the Non-Domestic 

Rates grant 

• have been set up between the 1 April 2019 and 1 March 2020 and not qualify for 

Self-Employment Income Support Scheme 

• have turnover less than £50,000  

• have a drop of more than 50% income between April-June 2020 

 

The Start Up Grant will be administered by local authorities and accessed through the Economic 

Resilience Fund eligibility checker on the Business Wales website: 

https://fundchecker.businesswales.gov.wales/ 

 

Applicants will be required to submit a short application form and self-declaration that is 

supported by evidence. In addition, applicants will be required to sign up to Business Wales 

start-up support and advice and align with the ethos and principles of the Economic Contract. 

For further information please visit the Business Wales COVID-19 support for businesses 

pages: https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/ 

 

 

ECONOMIC RESILIENCE FUND PHASE 2 – NOW OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS 

 

Welsh Government’s Economic Resilience Fund (ERF) Phase 2 is now open for applications. 

The ERF Phase 2 is designed to support businesses, social enterprises and charities that are 

not eligible for other Welsh Government COVID-19 non-repayable grant support schemes. 

 

Eligible businesses can claim up to: 

• £10,000 for micro businesses 

• £100,000 for SMEs 

• £690,000 for large businesses 

• The Fund is open to applications until 10 July 2020 (or until the fund is fully committed). 

For further information and to apply please visit the COVID-19: Support for Business pages: 

https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/ 

 

 

NORTH WALES ECONOMIC AMBITION BOARD SURVEY: IMPACT OF COVID-19 

ON BUSINESSES  

 

The North Wales Economic Ambition Board (NWEAB) have produced a business survey to 

focus on the impact of COVID-19, how it has affected local businesses and their industries with 

a view to understanding what needs to be done to spark and support a revival when lockdown 

restrictions are lifted. This important information will help NWEAB: 

https://fundchecker.businesswales.gov.wales/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/
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• understand the issues facing businesses in North Wales 

• understand what support businesses need to recover 

The survey closes on 17 July 2020. 

 

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey here: 

https://arolwg.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/index.php/547464?lang=en 

 

 

CATALYSING GREEN INNOVATION: SECURING THE FUTURE OF ZEV 

 

UK registered businesses can apply for a share of up to £10 million to research and develop 

technologies to help secure future zero emission vehicles (ZEV) innovation. 

 

Due to the disruption caused by COVID-19 to UK industry, Driving Electric Revolution, part of 

the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund and the Office for Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) are 

collaborating to invest in innovation projects that will support the UK’s continued push towards 

net zero. 

 

Your project must: 

• be able to continue the technology development in future research and development 

competitions 

• and/or be able to raise private sector investment to take the project outcome to market 

This is part of a larger effort to catalyse the green economic recovery in transport, energy and 

industrial sectors. 

 

The competition closes at 11am on Wednesday 29 July 2020. 

 

For further information please visit the GOV.UK website: https://apply-for-innovation-

funding.service.gov.uk/competition/652/overview#summary 

 

 

HM TREASURY EXTENDS TAX CUT TO PPE COSTS 

 

The temporary scrapping of VAT on PPE has been extended until the end of October 2020. 

The decision - which will make it easier and cheaper for care homes, charities and businesses 

to acquire the vital kit - comes after a temporary zero-rate of VAT was applied to PPE sales for 

an initial three months from 1 May 2020 to 31 July 2020. 

 

For further information please visit the GOV.UK website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hm-treasury-extends-tax-cut-to-ppe-costs 
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