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Written 27 March 2020 

 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
 
 

HELP FOR THE SELF EMPLOYED 

Chancellor Rishi Sunak has announced measures to support the self-employed and 

partnerships. 

 

The scheme is called the Coronavirus Self-employment Income Support Scheme (CSEISS). 

 

If you have suffered a loss in income, a taxable grant will be paid to the self-employed or 

partnerships, worth 80% of profits up to a cap of £2,500 per month.  

 

Initially, this will be available for three months in one lump-sum payment and will start to be paid 

from the beginning of June. 

 

You cannot apply for this scheme yet. HMRC will contact you if you are eligible for the scheme 

and invite you to apply online. 

 

See:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-

employment-income-support-scheme  

 

CORONAVIRUS JOB RETENTION SCHEME (CJRS) 

Under the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, all UK employers with a PAYE scheme will be 

able to access support to continue paying part of their employees’ salary for those that would 

otherwise have been laid off during this crisis. This applies to employees who have been asked 

to stop working, but who are being kept on the payroll, otherwise described as “furloughed 

workers”. HMRC will reimburse 80% of their wages, up to £2,500 per month. This is to 

safeguard workers from being made redundant. The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme will 

cover the cost of wages backdated to 1st March and is initially open for 3 months but will be 

extended if necessary. 

 

All UK-wide employers with a PAYE scheme will be eligible – this includes the public sector, 

Local Authorities and Charities. 

 

See: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-

about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses  

Please contact us if you need help in managing the CJRS or for further details and our payroll 

services. 

  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
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BUSINESS INTERRUPTION LOAN SCHEME 

The UK government has set up a new temporary Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan 

Scheme. Small and medium sized (SMEs) businesses will be able to apply for bank loans and 

overdrafts. 

 

The UK government will provide lenders with a guarantee of 80% on each loan (subject to a 

per-lender cap on claims) to give lenders further confidence in continuing to provide finance to 

SMEs. The UK government will not charge businesses or banks for this guarantee, and the 

Scheme will support loans of up to £5 million in value. 

 

Businesses can access the first 6 months of that finance interest free, as UK government will 

cover the first 6 months of interest payments. 

 

For more details see: https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-

business-interruption-loan-scheme-cbils-2/  

 

Please contact us for how you can apply, and the information required. 

 

VAT DEFERRAL 

For VAT, the deferral will apply from 20 March 2020 until 30 June 2020. 

 

All UK businesses are eligible. How to access the scheme. 

 

This is an automatic offer with no applications required. Businesses will not need to make a VAT 

payment during this period. Taxpayers will be given until the end of the 2020 to 2021 tax year to 

pay any liabilities that have accumulated during the deferral period. VAT refunds and reclaims 

will be paid by the government as normal. 

 

If you normally pay by direct debit you should cancel the direct debit with their bank if they are 

unable to pay. Please do so in sufficient time so that HMRC do not attempt to automatically 

collect on receipt of your VAT return. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-

covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses  

 

INCOME TAX PAYMENT ON ACCOUNT DEFERRAL 

For Income Tax Self-Assessment, payments due on the 31st July 2020 will be deferred until the 

31 January 2021. 

 

If you are self-employed you are eligible. This is an automatic offer with no applications 

required. 

No penalties or interest for late payment will be charged in the deferral period.  

 

https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-cbils-2/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-cbils-2/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
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HMRC have also scaled up their Time to Pay offer to all firms and individuals who are in 

temporary financial distress as a result of Covid-19 and have outstanding tax liabilities (See 

below). 

 

SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES PAYING TAX: TIME TO PAY SERVICE 

All businesses and self-employed people in financial distress, and with outstanding tax 

liabilities, may be eligible to receive support with their tax affairs through HMRC’s Time to Pay 

service. 

 

These arrangements are agreed on a case-by-case basis and are tailored to individual 

circumstances and liabilities. You are eligible if your business pays tax to the UK government 

and has outstanding tax liabilities. 

 

If you have missed a tax payment or you might miss your next payment due to COVID-19, 

please call HMRC’s dedicated helpline: 0800 0159 559. If you’re worried about a future 

payment, please call them nearer the time. 

 

SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES WHO ARE PAYING SICK PAY TO EMPLOYEES 

The Government will make legislation to allow small and medium-sized businesses and 

employers to reclaim Statutory Sick Pay (SSP) paid for sickness absence due to COVID-19. 

The eligibility criteria for the scheme will be as follows: 

• this refund will cover up to 2 weeks’ SSP per eligible employee who has been off work 

because of COVID-19 

• employers with fewer than 250 employees will be eligible - the size of an employer will 

be determined by the number of people they employed as of 28 February 2020 

• employers will be able to reclaim expenditure for any employee who has claimed SSP 

(according to the new eligibility criteria) as a result of COVID-19 

• employers should maintain records of staff absences and payments of SSP, but 

employees will not need to provide a GP fit note. If evidence is required by an employer, 

those with symptoms of coronavirus can get an isolation note from NHS 111 online and 

those who live with someone that have symptoms can get a note from the NHS website  

• eligible period for the scheme will commence the day after the regulations on the 

extension of SSP to those staying at home comes into force 

• the government will work with employers over the coming months to set up the 

repayment mechanism for employers as soon as possible. 

 

You are eligible for the scheme if your business is UK based and your business is a small or 

medium-sized and employs fewer than 250 employees as of 28 February 2020. 

 

 

 

 



 

  4      
 

COMPANIES TO RECEIVE 3-MONTH EXTENSION PERIOD TO FILE ACCOUNTS DURING 

COVID-19 

 

From 25 March 2020, businesses will be able to apply for a 3-month extension for filing their 

accounts. 

 

This joint initiative between the government and Companies House will mean businesses can 

prioritise managing the impact of Coronavirus. 

 

As part of the agreed measures, while companies will still have to apply for the 3-month 

extension to be granted, those citing issues around COVID-19 will be automatically and 

immediately granted an extension. Applications can be made through a fast-tracked online 

system which will take just 15 minutes to complete. 

 

Please see:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-more-time-to-file-your-companys-accounts  

Applying for an extension: 

https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/extensions?_ga=2.135485106.227783380.1584965618-

962621089.1583406783  

 

 

REGIONAL SUPPORT FROM THE WELSH GOVERNMENT 

The Welsh Government continues to update and provide details of its specific support for 

businesses in Wales. 

 

This includes the Business rate reliefs and grants: 

• Retail, leisure and hospitality businesses with a rateable value of £12,001 and £51,000 - 

you will get a grant of £25,000. 

• Businesses with a rateable value of £12,000 or less - All businesses that are eligible for 

Small Business Rates Relief will get a grant of £10,000.  

• New small business grant - Businesses will be able to apply for a new business grant.  

Details about how to apply will be available shortly. 

 

For the full details please see: https://gov.wales/business-and-employers-coronavirus  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-more-time-to-file-your-companys-accounts
https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/extensions?_ga=2.135485106.227783380.1584965618-962621089.1583406783
https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/extensions?_ga=2.135485106.227783380.1584965618-962621089.1583406783
https://gov.wales/business-and-employers-coronavirus

