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Written 13 May 2020  
 

C19 BUSINESS NEWS UPDATE 

 
GOVERNMENT TO SUPPORT BUSINESSES THROUGH TRADE CREDIT 

INSURANCE GUARANTEE 

 

Businesses with supply chains which rely on Trade Credit Insurance and who are experiencing 

difficulties maintaining cover due to Coronavirus will get support from the government, the 

Economic Secretary to the Treasury, John Glen has announced. 

 

Trade Credit Insurance provides cover to hundreds of thousands of business to business 

transactions, particularly in non-service sectors, such as manufacturing and construction. It 

Insures suppliers selling goods against the company they are selling to defaulting on payment, 

giving businesses the confidence to trade with one another, but due to Coronavirus and 

businesses struggling to pay bills, they risk having credit insurance withdrawn, or premiums 

increasing to unaffordable levels. 

 

To prevent this from happening, the government will temporarily guarantee business-to-

business transactions currently supported by Trade Credit Insurance, ensuring most of the 

insurance coverage will be maintained across the market. This will support supply chains and 

help businesses to trade with confidence as they can trust that they will be protected if a 

customer defaults on payment. 

 

Full details: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-support-businesses-through-

trade-credit-insurance-guarantee?utm_source=8b939942-aacd-4435-98c6-

752bb665de60&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 

 

 

CLOSING CERTAIN BUSINESSES AND VENUES IN ENGLAND 

 

The government has set out its plan to return life to as near normal as we can.  

 

The strategy sets out a roadmap to easing existing measures in phases and as part of that, we 

are all advised to follow guidelines to stay alert and safe. 

 

All businesses and venues outlined in the GUIDANCE must not open to the public: failure to 

follow the law relating to these closures can lead to the individual responsible for the business 

being issued a prohibition notice, a fixed penalty notice or prosecution. 

 

Takeaway and delivery services may remain open and operational in line with guidance below. 

Online retail and click and collect services may continue. 
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Employers who have people in their offices or onsite are advised to ensure that employees can 

follow the government’s guidelines on working safely. 

 

The table of contents is outlined below, and businesses should refer to this updated guidance. 

 

See: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-businesses-and-premises-to-

close/further-businesses-and-premises-to-close-guidance 

 

 

 

 
 

NEW GUIDANCE ON SPENDING TIME OUTDOORS - ENGLAND 

 

Details on a range of outdoor activities which will be allowed in England from 13 May 2020 

subject to social distancing rules. 

 

See: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-guidance-on-spending-time-

outdoors?utm_source=f3fc1c2a-9679-494b-9830-

6451ea9e84de&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 
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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19): SAFER PUBLIC PLACES – URBAN CENTRES AND 

GREEN SPACES - ENGLAND  

 

Guidance for the owners and operators of urban centres and green spaces to help social 

distancing. 

 

This guidance provides the owners and operators of public spaces with information and 

examples of measures that may be undertaken to adapt and manage public spaces to help 

social distancing. 

 

This guidance applies in England only and does not impose any legal obligations. 

 

See: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-public-places-

urban-centres-and-green-spaces?utm_source=de4b771e-c9e9-4f83-b911-

2dd5c49e7603&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 

 

 

GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES ROADMAP TASKFORCES 

 

Five new ministerial-led taskforces have been set up to develop plans for how and when closed 

sectors can reopen safely, following publication of the UK’s roadmap to rebuild Britain. 

 

Businesses and shops in indoor environments or with closer contact between people, like pubs, 

hotels, and non-essential retail, will likely have a higher risk of transmission, as is the case with 

many places of worship. 

 

It is the Government’s ambition to open as many of these other businesses and public places as 

possible over the coming months when the scientific advice provided allows them to. 

Similarly, the Government recognises this has been a particularly challenging time for the 

international aviation industry. 

 

These taskforces will be crucial to the reopening of Britain’s economy and each one will lead on 

developing new COVID-19 secure guidelines for the reopening of public places and businesses, 

where and when it is safe to do so. 

 

The five new ministerial taskforces will look at the following sectors: 

 

• pubs and restaurants (Department for Business, Energy, and industrial Strategy) 

• non-essential retail (including salons) (Department for Business, Energy, and 

industrial Strategy); 

• recreation and leisure, including tourism, culture and heritage, libraries, 

entertainment, and sport (Department for Culture, Media, and Sport) 

• places of worship, including faith, community, and public buildings (Ministry for 

Housing, Communities and Local Government) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-public-places-urban-centres-and-green-spaces?utm_source=de4b771e-c9e9-4f83-b911-2dd5c49e7603&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-public-places-urban-centres-and-green-spaces?utm_source=de4b771e-c9e9-4f83-b911-2dd5c49e7603&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-public-places-urban-centres-and-green-spaces?utm_source=de4b771e-c9e9-4f83-b911-2dd5c49e7603&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-public-places-urban-centres-and-green-spaces?utm_source=de4b771e-c9e9-4f83-b911-2dd5c49e7603&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
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• international aviation, reflecting the unique challenges that sector is facing 

(Department for Transport) 

 

As part of this science-led approach, each taskforce will work across Government and engage 

with key stakeholders in public health, industry, trade unions and devolved administrations to: 

 

• ensure that COVID-19 secure guidelines are developed in line with the phased approach 

and public health directions, building on the existing guidance and providing intelligence 

and sector-specific expert input 

• agree and ensure alignment of all relevant sectoral guidance 

• provide key sector stakeholders direct access to Ministers to shape the guidance. 

 

Full text: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-roadmap-

taskforces?utm_source=493b05aa-504e-42a9-bc34-

8cb9eb1c167a&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 
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